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Mortgage Originator’s Top Originator ranking indicates that

while residential lending production dropped last vear over
2005, there are still thousands of Superstars, including the 200+
that are highlighted in this issue.

The 11th annual Hst features 384 individual originators in
the Top 200, FHA/VA and rookie ariginator categories,

The 2006 top originators’ volume ranged from $1.05 bil-
[l to %7 1.5 million and from 1,606 loans to 271 loans This
compared to the previous year's figures: 3 1.U8 billion to 817
million and 3,444 loans 1o 323 lodans,

The top ranked dollar volume and unit producer was Mark
Cohen, Cohen Financial, with $1,032,309.470 and 1,600 loans.
Of course, manv other originators had successful vears, clos-

ing %33 million and more in residential volume,

List Criteria

MoOLM, editors compliled this vear’s list using the same orite
ra as in previous years, Residential loan originators had to per-
sonally close at least $35 million and/or 175 lonans of personal,
residental volume in 2006 1o be eligible for consideration. This
“minimum” production riumber is based on an average vear

M.OLM. emphasized that originators could not counl as
thelr volume loans that had been genera
who received commission on the transactions. We stressed that

ted/closed by others

although originators can have assistants and other support, &s
long as they are responsible for originating ineir Dusiness (the
foans are penerated as o result of their referral network and re-

lated marketing efforts), the volume is considered theirs,

Assistants & Applications

As in prior lists, it's clear that today’s originators have em
hraced the team concept. The 2008 rantking indicates the num
ber of assistants the top producers have, so that readers can bet-
ter ursderstand the support that is usually involved. Ohviously,
there are diverse operational models involved in achieving Su
perstar production. For example, 92 percent of the originatars
or the Top Originator list have al least one assistant, in addi-
tion to provessing support, to help them handle the volume.
Certainly, some ofeinators have more assistance than others,
[t in most cases, they have made the investment or sought fi-

nancial assistance chewhere to develop this support Strnciuee

in addition, the [list
1hat
selves, Several originators took fewer than five percent of

highlights  the

individual

percdniage ol ap-

plications [[&F: 5 riginatars  take them-

their applications. I most cases, this will also give. read-

crs the proper perspeclive  to understand  how the top

ariginators are able to handle such expanded pipelines.

More Than 750 Entries

We strive to include all qualified originators who met the
submission deadlines. [n addition to announcing the Top Ornig-
inator list in

sevieral fssues of MUOUM, and on our Web site, we

cantacted those who appeared on earlier lists and other pre

vious Superstars. We also provided entry forms to g numlser

af other firms and Industny dssoctations. We received initial

information from more than 750 lean originators from small
and large firms throughout the country: Many onginators sub-

ritted information for the first nime, while others have been

perniars, including a few who have been on the list each of the
st 10} wears:

In addition to the accompanyving Top Rookies listand lop
FHAMNVA ariginators, we have prohled 10 originators, beginning

o page 40,

2006 Statistics
[he four different lists include o tots
those who are appearing for the first fime. Ot tahle stu-
istics Include;
o werage loan amount for the top 100 originators O list)
$ 175,539,954
werage loan amount bor top 2080 15 Listh $12%,7005,726
o verage number of loans tar top 200 (units liste &40
«  Most experlence as an originator: 42 vears
+  [east experience us an originaton: 2 vears

= Averase number of vears as an originator: 13.5 vears

. v states with most top producers: Calif, NY, Fla, 11, Ml
o Awerage pumber of assistants (ranging from O o 13 2
We're confident thar MLOUML's Top 200 Originators list is rep-

resentative of the industry's most successtul loan originators.

Weappreciate the support of | he originators, their

stafts and
others who |-\_-i_['| ke this list the industry's most l..':'l[llPTL"'I'_'II-

sivie review ol individual top perlormers, ==

List Verification Process
M.0.M/s, due dilipsnce proass halps snsure the nczuency of the Top 200 Griginatar isting. 3 ba cansidered for inciusion on this year's st ariginotors Frst compeeted o0 online eatry form fant candifmed their
carsonal oo vehume for 2008, Aftes maating fhi besic aritesia, the 1og 200 were tsked fo provide o capy of thair 200% production it — el the rumber and amauars of loens dosed lest year—olong
with o lettar from the compeny CBS or thair CFO of comaany heodquarters {f mult-amnch compary), which stnted Mot thelr numiters were arcornfé and o confirm thag, “He other locn argnete: wos paid com
mission o these loans. No loans fram another oniginpior's pecduction pipeing con be inchuded * The lefter and fha produchion repoet were teiewad nnd compnra to the nurnbrs sibmitted with fha inifial entry
{iemn. O ot is bo ensuee that the onral st i o5 accurate os passible. Loan criginalars who ot urnble to provide the raquastod vesificofion informetion e naf indudad on the ennual st
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